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ro  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS 
OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF  WESTON-SUPER-MARE. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Health 
Report  for  1939,  which  is  the  eleventh  I  have  pre¬ 
pared. 

Owing  to  war  conditions  causing  increasing  pres¬ 
sure  of  work  on  public  health  departments  the 
Ministry  of  Health  suggests  that  reports  for  1939 
should  be  of  an  interim  character.  Accordingly  only 
extracts  from  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report 
are  printed,  and  my  report  is  mainly  an  outline  one, 
but  the  more  important  vital  statistics  have  been 
set  out  more  fully,  and  an  account  of  the  public 
health  aspects  of  the  operation  of  the  Government 
Evacuation  Scheme  in  the  Borough  has  been  included. 

I  am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  E.  REMMETT  WEAVER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics. 


POPULATION. 


Tot  ah 

Males. 

Females.. 

1921  Census  (June) 

34,039 

13,502 

20,537 

1931  Census  (April) 

1933  Mid-year  :  Registrar- 
General’s  Estimate 

31,706 

12,939 

18,767 

32,010 

1934  . 

32,330 

1935  . 

32  490 

1936  . 

32,340 

1937  . 

32,680 

1938  . 

32,690 

1939  . 

33,360 

For  Birth 

Rate 

35,280 

For  Death 

Rate 

For  the  preparation 

of  the 

annual  vital  statistics 

of  a  district  it  is  nece 

ssary 

to  know  the  number 

and  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  persons  at 
risk.  For  any  normal  year  the  number  at  risk  is 
taken  to  be  the  average  or  mid-year  resident  popula¬ 
tion,  and  the  sex  and  age  distribution  to  be  as  at  the 
preceding  census. 


While  it  is  difficult  to  estimate  accurately  the 
mid-year  resident  population  of  a  health  resort  with 
a  fluctuating  population,  like  Weston-super-Mare,  in 
the  later  intercensal  years,  it  is  impossible  to  make 
a  generally  statistically  applicable  estimate  for  1939, 
owing  to  the  abnormal  and  unprecedented  conditions 
during  its  last  four  months.  In  the  case  of  Weston 
these  conditions  included  :  1.  The  calling-up  of 

men  to  H.M.  Forces,  both  immediately  prior  to  and 
after  the  outbreak  of  War,  which  considerably  de¬ 
pleted  the  male  population  ;  2.  The  coming  into 

operation  of  the  Government  Evacuation  Scheme  on 
Sptember  1st  which  immediately  added  over  6,000 
persons  to  the  population,  though  gradually  many  of 
these  drifted  home  again  ;  and  3.  The  large  and 
unascertainable  number  of  persons  and  families  who 
came  privately  to  reside  in  Weston  from  districts 

more  likely  to  be  subject  to  air  raids. 

As,  however,  it  is  necessary  for  statistical  pur¬ 
poses  to  have  some  approximate  estimates  of  the 
populations  at  risk  in  all  districts  during  1939,  the 
Registrar-General  has  adopted  the  expedient  used  dur¬ 
ing  the  1914-18  War,  and  has  made  separate  esti¬ 
mates  for  : 

a.  The  calcualtion  of  the  birth  rate.  This  estimate 
includes  non-civilians  as  at  the  middle  of  the  year. 

b.  The  calculation  of  the  death  rate.  This  esti¬ 

mate  is  constructed  so  as  to  allow  for  the  exclu¬ 
sion  of  non-civilians  during  the  last  quarter,  and  for 
the  different  areal  assignment  of  deaths  adopted  for 
the  first  three  and  last  quaters  respectively.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  first  three  quarters  deaths  were  assigned 
normally  to  the  usual  home  districts  ;  but,  in  order 
to  allow  for  the  exceptionally  large  movements  of 
civilian  population  between  evacuation  and  reception 

areas,  the  deaths  for  the  last  quarter  were  assigned 

to  the  areas  of  residence  immediately  preceding 

death.  Evacuated  persons  were  regarded  as  on 
holiday  during  September,  and  any  deaths  among  them 
them  were  assigned  to  their  usual  places  of  residence. 

The  Registrar-General  estimated  the  mid-year 
population  for  the  calculation  of  the  birth  rate 
at  33,360  and  for  the  death  rate  at  35,280.  From 

the  information  available  locally  it  is  not  possible 
to  verify  these  estimates. 

The  Registrar-General  has  also  made  separate 
computations  of  the  births  for  the  calculation  of  the 
birth  rate  (397),  and  for  the  infant  and  maternal 

mortalities  (416). 


3 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  1939 
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Dzaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  . 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  cf  age) 


BIRTHS. 


Average. 

1939  1938  1937  1928—37 

Number  of  births  .  397  375  347  305 

Birth-rate  .  11.9  11.4  10.6  10.2 

Birth-rate  England  and 

Wales  .  15.0  15.1  14.9  15.4 

Notified  Births.  The  accompanying  statistics 
give  details  tf  the  notification^  of  births  during  1939. 


NOTIFICATIONS  OF  BIRTHS  1939. 


Notifications  (including  still  births)  total  .  454 

Notifications  by  doctors  .  .  .  .  183 

Notifications  by  midwives  .  .  ......  .  271 

Still  births  .  .  .  .  .  .  14 

Live  births  .  .  440 

Evacuee  births  .  .  .  .  .  .  35 


Month. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females.  Males. 

Females 

January 

35 

20 

15 

February 

36 

17 

18 

1 

March 

36 

14 

20 

2 

April  . 

38 

19 

19 

May  . 

43 

18 

25 

June  . 

33 

17 

15 

1 

July  . 

36 

16 

20 

August 

24 

12 

9 

2 

1 

September 

37 

14 

21 

1 

1 

6 

4 

2 

October 

26 

17 

9 

10 

5 

5 

November 

34 

15 

16 

1 

2 

10 

4 

6 

December 

41 

20 

19 

2 

9 

7 

2 

454 

219 

221 

5 

9 

The 

figures 

in 

italics 

are  births 

to 

evacuee 

mothers. 

These 

numbered  35 

live  births 

(20 

males 

and  15 

females) 

• 
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REGISTRAR-GENERAI/S  TAB  EE. 


BIRTH-RATES,  DEATH-RATES  &  ANALYSIS  of  MORTALITY 

in  the  Year  1939. 

(Provisional  figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns). 


Births 

Live 

Still 

Deaths  : — 

All  causes  . 

Typhoid  and  Para¬ 
typhoid  fevers  . 

Small-pox  . 

Measles 
Scarlet  fever 
Whooping  Cough  .... 

Diphtheria . 

Influenza  . 


Deaths  under  1  year 
of  age 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 
and  Enteritis  under 
2  years  of  age 


1 26  County 
Boroughs 

148Smaller 

Towns 

Resident 

London 

England 

and  Great 

Popula- 

Adminis- 

and 

Towns 

tions 

trative 

Wales 

including 

London. 

25,000  to 
50,000  at 
1931 
Census. 

County. 

Rates  per  1 ,0( 

)0  Populat 

ion. 

15.0 

14.8 

15.6 

12.3 

0.59 

0.59 

0.57 

0.44 

12.1 

12.0 

11.2 

11.9 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

0.05 

0.05 

0.04 

0.02 

0.21 

0.19 

0.20 

0.18 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births. 

50 

63 

40 

48 

4.6 

6.3 

3.0 

8.2 

England  and  Wales 
Rate  per  1,000  Births. 


Maternal  Mortality  : — 

Live  Births. 

Total  Births. 

Puerperal  Sepsis  . 

0.77 

0.74 

Others 

2.16 

2  OS 

Total 

2.93 

2.82 
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Registered  Births.  After  allowing  for  inward 
and  outward  transfers  the  Registrar-General  credited 
to  the  Borough  for  the  past  year  397  live  births 
(180  boys  and  199  girls)  and  of  these  18  were 
illegitimate  (8  boys  and  10  girls).  The  registered 
still  births  were  13  (5  boys  and  8  girls),  of 
which  number  one  girl  was  illegitimate. 

The  birth-rate  for  1939  was  11.9  per  1  000  of 
the  population  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General. 
This  was  above  the  average  birth  rate  for  this 
District  in  recent  years,  but  still  much  below  the 


rate  for  the  whole 
smaller  towns  (14.8). 

county  (15 

.0)  and 

for 

the  148 

DEATHS. 

Average. 

1939 

1938 

1937 

1928—37 

Number  of  deaths 

496 

496 

459 

393 

Crude  death-rate 

14.1 

15.1 

14.0 

13.1 

Adjusted  death-rate 

10.7 

11.5 

10.6 

10.0 

Death-rate  England  and 

Wales 

12.1 

11.6 

12.4 

12.1 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  as  having  occurred  in 
the  Borough  last  year  was  487.  After  deducting  the 
deaths  of  61  “non-residents"  and  adding  the  deaths 
in  institutions  and  other  places  outside  the  Borough 

of  49  residents  the  Registrar-General  credited  to 
Weston-super-Mare  a  net  total  of  496  deaths,  of  which 
which  226  were  of  males  and  273  of  females. 

The  496  deaths  represent  a  crude  death-rate  of 
14.1  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  estimated  by 
the  Registrar-General.  When  adjusted  for  sex  and 
age  distribution,  to  make  it  comparable  with  other 
districts,  the  local  death-rate  was  10.7.  This  rate 
as  usual,  compares  favourably  with  the  death-rate 
for  the  whole  country  (12.1)  and  of  the  smaller 

towns  (11.2). 

Seasonal  Mortality.  The  numbers  of  deaths 
in  the  four  quarters  were  :  First  quarter  165,  second 
quarter  120,  third  quarter  95  and  fourth  quarter 

118.  As  usual,  the  mortality  wras  lowest  in  the 

summer  months  of  the  July — September  quarter  and 
highest  in  the  winter  months  of  the  first  quarter. 
The  abnormal  seasonal  distribution  of  1935  has  not 
recurred. 

Sex  and  Age  Distribution.  The  following  table 
shows  the  high  proportion  of  deaths  during  advanced 
life.  More  than  half  the  deaths  (52  per  cent./ 
occurred  at  and  over  “three  score  years  and  ten." 
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Causes  of  Death.  The  accompanying  table  gives  the 
causes  of  death  as  classified  by  the  Registrar-General. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  BOROUGH  OF 
WESTON-SUPER-MARE. 

Registrar-General  s  Figures. 


Causes  of  Death. 

1939 

Males. 

Females 

All  Causes  .  Total  499 

226 

273 

1 

Typhoid  and  para-typhoid  fevers 

— 

— 

2 

Measles 

— 

- — 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

5 

Diphtheria 

1 

— 

6 

Influenza  . 

6 

8 

7 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

— 

8 

Cerebrospinal  fever 

— 

1 

9 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

11 

3 

10 

Other  tuberculous  diseases 

1 

— 

11 

12 

Syphilis 

General  paralysis  of  the  insane,  tabes 

— 

~ 

dorsalis 

2 

— 

13 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

27 

34 

14 

Diabetes  . 

3 

11 

15 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc . 

18 

28- 

18 

Heart  Disease 

43 

95 

17 

Aneurysm 

1 

1 

18 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

1 5 

22 

19 

Bronchitis 

5 

4 

20 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . 

11 

7 

21 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

4 

3 

22 

Peptic  ipcer 

1 

— 

23 

Diarrhoea, etc.  (under  2  years)  . 

1 

— 

,,  ,,  (2  years  and  over) 

1 

— 

24 

Appendicitis 

I 

2 

25 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  ... 

2 

1 

28 

Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc. 

1 

2 

27 

Other  digestive  diseases 

4 

2 

28 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

17 

5 

29 

Puerperal  sepsis  . 

— - 

— 

30 

31 

Other  puerperal  causes 

Congenital  debility,  premature  birth, 

— 

" 

malformations,  etc . 

11 

© 

32 

Senility 

3 

9 

33 

Suicide 

3 

3 

34 

Other  violence 

11 

5 

35 

Other  defined  diseases 

21 

21 

38 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  . 

— 

— 

Special  causes  (included  in  No.  35  above)  — 

Small-pox 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis . 

— 

— 

Polioencephalitis 

— 

■ - 

Deaths  of  Infants  Total 

12 

8 

under  1  year  Legitimate . 

10 

7 

Illegitimate 

2 

MU 

1 

Resident  Population  Mid-year,  1939 
(for  calculation  of  death-rate). 

35,2 

80 
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SEX  AND  AGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  DEATHS,  1939. 
Ages  at  death 


in  years. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total 

Under 

.  *  .  12 

8 

20 

1  to  9 

.  2 

1 

3 

10  to  24 

.  9 

4 

13 

25  to  44 

.  16 

10 

26 

45  to  64 

.  68 

53 

121 

65  to  69 

.  23 

32 

55 

- 130 

- 108 

- 238 

70  to  74  . 

.  42 

44 

86 

75  to  79 

.  28 

43 

71 

80  to  84 

. .  14 

42 

56 

85  to  89 

.  10 

28 

38 

90  to  94 

.  1 

5 

6 

95  to  99 

3 

3 

- 95 

- 165 

260 

225 

273 

498 

Inquests.  The  inquests  held  by  the  Coroner  in 
the  Borough  last  year  numbered  61,  of  which  45 
were  upon  residents  of  Weston-super-Mare  and  16 
upon  non-residents.  Three  inquests  upon  Weston-super- 
Mare  residents  were  held  outside  the  District.  The 
48  inquests  upon  residents  represented  9.6  per  cent, 
of  the  total  number  of  deaths.  The  following  is  a 


summary  of  the  results 

of  all  the 

inquests  : 

Causes  of  Death. 

Males.  Females. 

Total. 

Natural  Causes 

14 

12 

26 

Accidents  : 

Burns 

2 

1 

3 

Falls 

4 

5 

9 

Falls  from  height 

1 

1 

Poisoning  :  Coal  gas 

1 

1 

Motor  Car  fumes 

1 

1 

During  Operations  . 

1 

2 

3 

In  Motor  Vehicles  . 

3 

3 

By  Motor  Vehicles . 

6 

1 

7 

Suicide  : 

Drowning  . 

1 

1 

Hanging 

1 

1 

Poisoning  :  Coal  gas 

2 

2 

4 

Motor  Car  fumes 

1 

1 

Jumping  from  height 

1 

1 

Found  drowned 

2 

2 

39 

25 

64 
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INFANT  MORTALITY. 


Average 


1939 

1938 

1937 

1 928—37 

Number  of  infant 

deaths 

20 

19 

14 

13.6 

Infant  mortalitv 

48.0 

50.6 

40.3 

44.4 

Infant  mortality, 

England  &  Wales 

50 

53 

58 

63 

The  number  of 

deaths  of 

infants 

under 

one  year 

of  age  registered 

last  year 

was  20 

(12 

boys  and 

8  girls),  of  whom  2  boys  and  1  girl  were  illegiti¬ 
mate  and  two  were  deaths  of  evacuee  children.. 
These  20  deaths  represent  an  infant  mortality  rate 
of  48.0  per  1,000  live  births. 

With  the  exception  of  1938  (50.6)  this  was  the 
highest  rate  since  1931,  but  was  due  mainly  to  the 
proportionately  large  number  of  deaths  from  premature 
birth  and  congenital  defects,  which  are  at  present  non- 
preventable.  Of  the  16  premature  or  malformed  in¬ 
fant  deaths  14  occurred  under  one  month  of  age,  one  at 
1  month,  and  one  at  3  months. 

General  Provisions  of  Health 
Services  in  the  Area. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Superintendent  of  Isolation 
Hospital.  A.  E.  Remmett  Weaver,  Jm.d.,  B.ch.,  d.p.h. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  Meat  Inspector,  and  Drain¬ 
age  Inspector.  H.  W.  Blae>on,  IFellow  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Association  ;  Robertson  Prizeman  Meat 
and  Food  Inspection;  Robertson  Prizeman  Practi¬ 
cal  Sanitation  ;  Founder’s  Prizeman  in  Hygiene, 
Birmingham  and  Midland  Institute. 

Sanitary  Inspector.  Chas.  E.  LTrch,  t  Sanitary  In- 
pector’s  and  Meat  Inspector’s  Certificates,  Royal 
Sanitary  Institute. 

Abattoir  Superintendent  and  Sanitary  Inspector.  Ivor 
A.  Stephenson,  tMeat  Inspector’s  and  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Certificates,  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

Chief  Health  Visitor.  Miss  Doris  E.  D  allaway, 
State  Registered  Nurse,  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Certificate  Royal  Sanitary  Institute,  Certificate 
of  Central  Midwives  Board. 
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Health  Visitors.  Miss  Annie  E.  Rossiter,  fCertifi- 
cate  of  Central  Midwives  Board,  Certificate  of 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for  Health  Visitors. 

Mrs.  Annie  M.  Bishop,  State  Registered  Nurse, 
Certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board,  Certifi¬ 
cate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for  Health 
Visitors. 

Miss  G.  M.  Harvey,  *State  Registered  Nurse, 
Certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board,  Certifi¬ 
cate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for  Health 
Visitors. 

Matron  Isolation  Hospital.  Miss  A.  Maney,  State  Regis¬ 
tered  Nurse,  and  Registered  Fever  Nurse,  Certificate 
of  Central  Midwives  Board. 

Clerk.  Miss  D.  B.  Powell. 

Junior  Clerks.  Miss  J.  R.  S  tower  and  Miss  B. 
Lloyd. 

+Salary  contribution  by  Exchequer  grants. 
tRetired  July,  1939. 

♦Commenced  duties  July  4th,  1939. 

Staff  Changes.  In  July  Miss  Rossiter  retired  on 
pension  after  20  years'  service  with  the  Council. 
The  vacancy  was  filled  by  Miss  G.  M.  Harvey. 

After  the  September  Evacuation  it  was  found 
advisable  to  obtain  temporary  assistance  in  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  work  among  evacuee  mothers  and 
young  children.  Miss  Rossiter  returned  to  part-time 
duty  and  Mrs.  A.  E.  Wood  and  Mrs.  D.  Stitson, 
both  trained  nurses  evacuated  from  London  with 
school  parties,  were  engaged  as  half-time  Visiting 
Nurses.  An  additional  junior  clerk  was  appointed 
in  November. 

Evacuation. 

Earl)/  in  January  1939  the  first  Circulars  in  re¬ 
ference  to  the  Government  Scheme  of  Voluntary 
Evacuation  were  received  from  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
In  this  scheme  Weston-super-Mare  was  scheduled  as 
a  Reception  Area.  The  Town  Clerk,  as  Chief  Billet¬ 
ing  Officer,  carried  out  with  the  aid  of  voluntary 
workers  the  survey  of  Billeting  Accommodation  pre¬ 
scribed  in  the  Ministry  Circulars  ;  and  subsequently 
he  made  all  the  local  arrangements  for  the  recep¬ 
tion,  billeting  and  welfare  of  the  evacuees.  A  Bor¬ 
ough  Evacuation  Committee,  including  representatives 
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of  the  Council  and  the  social  welfare,  religious  and 
other  organisations  in  the  town,  was  formed,  and 
in  addition  a  local  Billeting  and  Welfare  Committee 
with  its  own  officers  and  workers  was  appointed 
in  each  ward. 

RECEPTION. 

In  view  of  the  acute  international  situation  at 
the  end  of  August  and  the  expectation  that  enemy 
air-raids  and  bombing  would  accompany  the  out¬ 
break  of  war,  the  Government  on  August  31st  an¬ 
nounced  that  evacuation  would  commence  next  day. 

The  Weston-super-Mare  Station  acted  as  the 
Railway  Receiving  Centre  for  the  Borough  and  sur¬ 
rounding  Reception  Districts.  The  first  trainload  of 
evacuees  arrived  on  Friday  afternoon,  September  1st, 
and  reception  continued  for  four  days,  the  last 
train  arriving  on  the  evening  of  Monday,  September 

4th.  The  trains  were  met  at  the  station  by  the 
Billeting  Officers  with  their  assistants  and  workers, 
and  detachments  of  S.  John  Brigade  and  Red  Cross 
personnel.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  with  Bor¬ 
ough  and  County  Health  Visitors  also  attended  to 
deal  with  emergencies. 

As  trains  arrived  the  evacuees  for  the  surround¬ 
ing  Districts  were  conveyed  to  their  several  destina¬ 
tions  by  motor  coaches,  and  those  for  the  Borough 
were  conveyed  or  conducted  to  the  Ward  Billeting 
Centres,  from  whence,  after  being  given  a  meal, 
they  were  billeted  in  accordance  with  the  prepared 

lists  of  available  billets.  Owing  to  the  extreme  exer¬ 
tions  and  devotion  ot  the  staffs  and  workers  of  the 
Ward  Billeting  Centres  practically  all  the  evacuees, 
with  the  exception  of  a  portion  of  one  trainload 
arriving  late  on  the  Saturday  night,  Wv  re  placed  in 
private  billets  on  the  day  of  their  arrival. 

Owing  to  the  system  adopted  at  the  London 
entraining  centre  evacuees  did  not  know  in  advance 
where  they  were  going,  and  the  Reception  Authori¬ 
ties  did  not  know  from  what  London  Districts  they 
would  be  receiving.  As  a  matter  of  fact  Weston 
had  evacuees  mainly  from  East  and  West  Ham 

Poplar  Limehouse  and  Barking. 

During  the  four  days  Weston  received  6,021 
evacuees,  2,543  being  unaccompanied  elementary  or 
secondary  school  children,  and  the  3,478  other  per¬ 
sons  included  mothers,  children  under  school  age,  and 
over  220  teachers  and  helpers. 
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HEALTH  ASPECTS. 


No  systematic  medical  inspection  was  asked  for 
or  practicable  at  the  railway  station  or  reception 
centres,  but  a  number  of  evacuees  who  were  ob¬ 
viously  unsuitable  for  private  billeting  were  dealt  with 
specially.  One  baby  and  two  recently  confined  mothers 
were  admitted  direct  to  the  General  Hospital.  Fifteen 
children  and  one  mother,  all  suffering  from  severe 
impetigo,  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital, 
A  number  of  minor  casualties  sustained  during  the 
journey  were  treated  at  the  station. 

So  far  as  information  could  be  obtained  in  ad¬ 
vance  no  special  classes  of  evacuees  (cripples,  blind, 
mental  defectives,  expectant  mothers,  etc.,)  were  allot- 
ed  to  this  Reception  Area  ;  and  no  special  hostel, 
hospital,  sick  bay,  etc.,  accommodation  was  requisi¬ 
tioned. 

As  soon  as  evacuation  commenced  the  officials 
of  two  of  the  Ward  Committees  arranged  for  a  large 
vacant  house  to  be  furnished  temporarily  for  ex¬ 
pectant  mothers  and  their  children.  Later  the  Evacua¬ 
tion  Authority  took  a  second  house  for  similar  pur¬ 
poses  and  from  time  to  time,  as  necessity  arose, 
provided  family  houses.  On  the  initiative  of  a  Ladies' 
Committee  a  Hostel  for  young  children  was  furn¬ 
ished  at  St.  Anne’s,  Walliscote  Road.  Subsequently 
a  number  of  exceptional  children,  including  cases  of 
enuresis,  was  admitted  to  a  portion  of  the  Church 
Army  Home. 

MEDICAL  TREATMENT. 

A.  Children  Unaccompanied  by  their  Parents. 

On  August  27th  the  British  Medical  Association 
notified  all  medical  practitioners  in  Reception  Areas 
that  an  agreement  had  been  reached  with  the  Minis¬ 
try  of  Health  for  the  domiciliary  medical  treatment 
of  unaccompanied  children.  The  scheme  adopted  would 
be  administered  for  each  Reception  Area  through  the 
Local  War  Emergency  Committee  who  would  be 
credited  with  a  sum  of  mone>  equivalent  to  10/-  per 
head  of  the  billeted  children,  from  which  the  Com¬ 
mittee  would  pay  the  medical  practitioners  on  the 
basis  of  the  number  of  children  registered  with  each 
practitioner.  On  August  30th  the  East  Somerset 
War  Emergency  Committee  issued  medical  cards  for 
the  registration  of  unaccompanied  children  with  local 
doctors,  and  through  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
asked  the  Borough  Evacuation  Committee  to  arrange  for 
their  distribution  to  the  children  when  they  arrived 
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in  the  town.  There  was  some  difficulty  in  making 
a  satisfactory  arrangement,  and,  after  a  little  delay, 
the  cards  were  distributed  by  the  Emergency  Commit¬ 
tee  through  the  Head  Teachers  of  the  evacuated 
Schools. 

On  the  whole  the  scheme  worked  well,  though 
naturally  trouble  was  experienced  in  getting  some  of 
the  householders  to  register  with  a  doctor  the  child¬ 
ren  billeted  upon  them. 

The  County  Education  Committee  were  responsible 
for  the  medical  supervision  of  the  evacuated  school 
children.  The  District  School  Medical  Inspector  and 
Health  Visitors  made  school  surveys  for  cleanliness, 

etc.,  and  also  held  daily  sessions  at  the  School 

Clinic  for  examination  of  special  cases  and  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  minor  ailments.  The  work  at  the  Clinic  was 
very  heavy  and  from  September  until  the  end  of  the 

year  578  evacuee  children  were  dealt  with  and  these 
childsen  made  2,822  attendances. 

B.  Mothers  and  Accompanied  Children.  Mothers 
were  responsible  for  providing  medical  treatment  for 
themselves  and  their  children.  Those  requiring  domi¬ 

ciliary  treatment  for  which  they  were  unable  to  pay 
privates  doctor  were  referred  to  the  Public  Assist¬ 
ance  Medical  Officers,  but  the  local  doctors  saw  many 
evacuees  free  or  at  very  small  fees.  Later  on  some 
mothers  provided  for  the  treatment  of  themselves 
and  their  children  by  joining  the  Medical  Aid  or 
other  Provident  Society. 

The  Minor  Ailments  Clinic,  conducted  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Health  Visitors,  was 
open  each  morning  at  the  Town  Hall.  Soon  there 
was  a  daily  attendance  of  20  to  30  mothers  and 
children  which  taxed  the  limited  accommodation 
available.  It  proved  to  be  very  useful  and  much 
appreciated  provision.  Children  needing  refraction  or 
orthopaedic  or  artificial  light  treatment  were  referred 

to  the  County  Clinics. 

The  Casualty  and  Out-patient  Departments  of  the 
General  Hospital  gave  much  medical  and  surgical 

treatment  to  all  classes  of  evacuees,  but  in-patient 
treatment  was  more  difficult  to  provide  for,  being  an 

Emergency  Hospital,  as  many  beds  as  possible  were 

evacuated  at  the  out-break  of  the  War,  and  only  a 
small  number  of  beds  was  retained  for  the  civil 
population.  Subsequently  the  Hospital  was  able  to 
use  more  beds  for  local  patients. 
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Dental  Treatment.  From  the  evacuation  in  Sep¬ 
tember  until  the  end  of  January,  1940,  Mr.  Bernard 
Marsh,  l.d.s.,  most  generously  treated  urgent  dental 
cases  without  charge.  His  help  was  most  opportune 
and  valuable. 

Dental  treatment  for  mothers  and  young  children 
was  made  available  through  the  Ante  Natal  Clinic  and 
Child  Welfare  Centres.  Periodical  dental  inspection 
and  treatment  of  school  children  was  carried  out  by 
the  County  Dentists. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Health  Visiting  and  Welfare  Centres.  As  de¬ 
tailed  on  p.  11,  a  temporary  Health  Visitor  and  two 
part-time  Visiting  Nurses  were  appointed  early  in 
September  to  give  attention  to  the  needs  of  evacuee 
infants  and  young  children,  and  special  sessions  of 
the  two  Infant  Welfare  Centres  were  held.  A  summary 
of  the  visits  and  attendances  is  given  in  the  tables  on 

p.  21. 

Free  Milk  and  Special  Nourishment  were  pro¬ 
vided  where  necessary,  under  the  Council's  Scheme. 

Nursery  Class.  Miss  Marigold,  formerly  Head 
Mistress  of  the  Milton  Infant  School,  voluntarily  or¬ 
ganised  a  Nursery  Class  at  the  Christ  Church  Mission 
Rooms,  Alfred  Street,  and  also  provided  milk  and  cakes  free 
during  the  morning  sessions.  The  Class  opened  with 
an  attendance  of  12  on  October  2nd,  and  the  attend¬ 
ance  rose  to  24  on  December  12th  when  the  Class 

had  to  be  closed  on  account  of  lack  of  sufficient 
heating. 

Maternity.  Provision  for  two  groups  of  expect¬ 
ant  mothers  had  tc  be  considered  :  (1)  Those  regis¬ 
tered  by  the  London  County  Council  as  being  in  the 

last  month  of  their  pregnancies  and  evacuated  as  a 
special  class  to  selected  "Obstetric  Areas"  and  (2) 
Those  in  the  earlier  months  of  their  pregnancies  and 

evacuated  in  the  normal  course  with  their  families. 
In  reply  to  enquiries  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  informed  the  Council  on  July  18th  that 
Group  1  expectant  mothers  would  not  be  evacuated 
as  a  class  to  this  County  ;  and  that  most  expectant 
mothers  in  Group  2  would  have  to  be  confined  in 
due  course  in  their  billets,  though  the  Supervising 
Authority  would  try  to  supply  additional  midwives 
in  districts  where  they  were  found  to  be  needed. 
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On  August  28th,  however,  he  informed  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  that  after  all  the  Ministry  of 
Health  would  be  sending  some  Group  1  expectant  mothers  to* 
Somerset,  but  that  these  would  be  accommodated 
in  Maternity  Homes  in  County  Areas. 

To  assist  any  Group  2  expectant  mothers  evacu¬ 
ated  to  Weston,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  en¬ 
deavoured  to  obtain  additional  maternity  beds  at  the 
General  Hospital,  but,  as  this  had  been  taken  over 
as  an  Emergency  Hospital,  the  Hospital  Authorities 
were  unable  to  promise  more  than  the  retention  of 
the  five  beds  already  subsidised  by  the  Borough 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Authority.  It  was  hoped, 
however,  that  some  mothers  could  be  sent  to  two 
small  private  Maternity  Homes. 

On  August  31st  the  East  Somerset  Emergency 
Committee  notified  all  medical  practitioners  in  the 
Division  of  the  position  in  regard  to  evacuee  expect¬ 
ant  mothers,  and  asked  their  assistance  in  dealing 
with  women  confined  in  their  billets. 

Allandale  Maternity  Home.  When  evacuation 
was  completed  on  September  4th,  it  was  at  once  ob¬ 
vious  that  there  were  more  expectant  mothers  than  had 
been  anticipated,  and  some  of  them  in  the  later 
stages  of  their  pregnancies.  Immediate  steps  were 
taken  to  ensure  that  institutional  accommodation 
would  be  available  for  those  who  could  not  be  con¬ 
fined  in  their  billets.  Unfortunately  of  the  two  pri¬ 
vate  Maternity  Homes  which  it  had  been  hoped  would 
be  available  one  had  very  recently  been  closed  and 
the  other  could  only  offer  three  beds.  As  an  alterna¬ 
tive  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  suggested  that 
the  Committee  of  the  Miners’  Convalescent  Home 
should  be  asked  to  allow  a  wing  of  their  Home  to 
be  used  as  an  Improvised  Maternity  Home.  Consent 
having  been  [obtained  by  telegram  on  September  6th^ 
the  Ministry  of  Health  were  informed  of  this  proposal.. 
On  September  8th  Drs.  Donaldson  and  Brunyate, 
Medical  Officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  visited 
Allandale  and,  having  agreed  that  ten  maternity  beds 
could  be  arranged,  gave  instructions  that  the  adapt¬ 
ation  and  fitting  of  the  first  floor  of  the  south  wing  of 
the  premises  as  an  Improvised  Maternity  Home  should 
be  proceeded  with  immediately.  This  was  done  and 
by  September  29tli  the  work  had  been  completed, 
staff  engaged  and  the  Home  was  ready  for  the  re¬ 
ception  of  patients.  The  accommodation  provided 
included  two  wards  for  eight  and  two  patients  re- 
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spectively,  a  labour  room,  duty  room,  bathroom  with 
sluice  sink,  staff  dining  room,  and  bed-sitting  room  for 
the  Midwife  Matron.  The  staff  consisted  of  two  mid¬ 
wives  and  three  assistant  nurses  ;  but  the  cleaning, 
cooking  and  attendance  were  carried  out  by  the 
domestic  staff  of  the  Convalescent  Home.  The  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  acted  as  Medical  Superintendent,  and  Dr. 
Richard  Alford  was  appointed  Obstetric  Officer,  and, 
as  he  also  conducted  the  Evacuee  Ante-Natal  Clinic, 
a  useful  co-ordination  between  the  Ante-Natal  and  the 
Maternity  Services  for  evacuees  was  thus  established. 

The  cost  of  the  structural  alterations,  fittings 
and  equipment  was  approximately  £375,  and  the 
Ministry  of  Health  also  agreed  to  pay  the  Committee 
of  the  Convalescent  Home  a  charge  of  £425  per 
annum  for  rent,  hire  of  beds  and  furniture,  central 
heating,  part  of  the  electric  light  and  domestic  ser¬ 
vices,  and  in  addition  16/-  per  week  per  nurse  and 
patient  for  food. 

Patients  admitted  to  the  Home  were  required  to 
pay  a  contribution  towards  the  cost  of  their  treat¬ 
ment.  Contributions  were  assessed  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  on  the  London  County  Council 
scale  and,  when  received  by  the  Borough  Treasurer, 
were  credited  to  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Admissions.  Although  the  provision  of  extra 
maternity  beds  appeared  very  urgent  immediately 
after  the  evacuation,  the  position  rapidly  eased,  owing 
mainly  to  the  early  return  of  many  mothers  to  Lon¬ 
don.  Altogether  probably  more  than  90  expectant 
mothers  were  received,  but  by  the  end  of  October 
about  30,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  over  50  had 

gone  home  before  their  confinements. 

Between  the  September  evacuation  and  the  end 
of  the  year  33  evacuee  mothers  had  been  confined 
in  the  town.  Five  at  the  General  Hospital  (including 

4  emergencies  early  in  September),  one  by  the  Coun¬ 
cil’s  arrangement  at  a  private  Maternity  Home, 

4  in  their  billets,  and  23  at  Allandale. 

In  addition  to  official  evacuees  6  local  or  Ser¬ 
vice  cases  were  admitted  to  Allandale  (see  p.  28), 

making  a  total  of  29  admissions  up  to  the  end  of 

the  year. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic.  From  September  20th  a  spec¬ 

ial  Ante-Natal  Clinic  was  held  on  Wednesday  morn¬ 
ings  with  Dr.  Richard  Alford  as  Medical  Officer. 
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EPIDEMIOLOGY. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES.  It  had  been  feared 

that  the  dispersion  of  large  sections  of  town  popula¬ 
tions  by  evacuation  would  result  in  an  increased 

frequency  of  infectious  diseases,  particularly  those 
having  an  autumnal  incidence.  Fortunately  these  fore¬ 
bodings  were  not  realised  and  the  incidence  of  in¬ 

fectious  diseases  proved  to  be  low  throughout  the 
country  during  the  first  four  months  of  the  war. 
Weston  super  Mare  was  no  exception  and,  in  spite  of 

a  limited  amount  of  temporary  overcrowding  in 

some  of  the  smaller  houses,  there  was  no  increase 

of  infectious  diseases.  (See  Infectious  Diseases,  p.  30) 

CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES.  The  position  as  re¬ 

gards  contagious  diseases  was  not  so  satisfactory. 

Scabies.  Prior  to  the  war  there  were  probably 
not  more  than  an  average  of  three  cases  of  scabies 
per  year  in  Weston — the  incidence  of  the  disease 
was  known  to  the  Health  Department  as  most  medi¬ 
cal  practitioners  referred  cases  to  the  Isolation  Hos¬ 
pital  for  bathing  and  disinfestation  of  clothing. 

Soon  after  the  reception  of  the  evacuees  cases 

of  scabies  began  to  be  sent  to  the  Borough  Minor 

Ailments  Clinic  from  the  County  School  Clinic  and  by 
doctors.  By  the  end  of  the  year  42  cases  had  been 
discovered  of  which  37  were  evacuees.  The  homes  or  bil¬ 
lets  of  all  patients  were  visited  and  all  contacts  examined 
and  treated,  if  necessary.  Five  evacuees  were  admitted 
to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  All  patients  were  treat¬ 

ed  by  sulphur  ointment  inunction  and  bathing  at 
the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  all  clothing  and  bedding 

wras  steam  disinfected. 

Impetigo  was  common  among  evacuees,  and  on 
reception  16  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital.  At  the  School  Clinic  83  casea  were  treat¬ 
ed,  and  many  young  children  and  mothers  were  dealt 
with  at  the  Council’s  Minor  Ailment  Clinic.  It.  is 
probable  that  some  of  the  spread  of  infection  was 
due  to  difficulties  in  getting  clothing,  towels,  etc., 

washed  sufficiently  thoroughly  and  frequently  under 

billeting  conditions. 

Ringworm.  There  were  no  cases  of  scalp  ring- 
worn  among  the  evacuees. 

Pediculosis.  The  frequency  of  "unclean  heads”" 
among  evacuee  school  children  was  much  greater  than 
had  been  expected,  as  London  children  were  reported 
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to  be  frequently  inspected  and  kept  reasonably  clean, 
in  fact  one  lecturer  at  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
Course  of  Lectures  on  “Sanitary  Problems  on  Evacua¬ 
tion”  stated  that  many  mothers  of  intended  evacuees 
were  scared  least  their  clean  children  should  become 
infested  in  reception  billets. 

The  following  reasons  have  been  given  for  the 
unexpected  high  incidence  of  infestation  : — 

1.  Evacuation  took  place  at  the  end  of  the 

summer  holidays,  when  the  school  children  had  not 

been  inspected  by  the  school  nurses  for  four  or  more 
weeks. 

2.  The  low  official  estimates  of  “unclean  heads” 

among  the  London  school  children  did  not  represent 

the  true  incidence  of  infestation,  as  they  were  derived 
from  inspections  of  which  the  parents  had  received 
notice,  and  thus  given  time  to  clean  their  children. 

3.  The  over-taxed  foster  mothers  in  reception 

areas  did  not  appreciate  the  necessity  for  nightly  head 
combing  to  prevent  the  slighest  casual  infestation 
rapidly  becoming  serious. 

A  systematic  head  cleaning  campaign  was  carried 
out  by  the  County  Health  Visitors  assisted  by  the 

L.C.C.  helpers  and  volunteers  from  the  Red  Cross 
and  St.  John  Societies.  The  children  were  dealt  with 

in  the  schools  and  also  at  the  School  Clinic  (where 
269  children  were  cleansed)  and  at  the  Isolation 

Hospital. 

THE  RETURN  TO  EVACUATION  AREAS. 

Very  soon  after  the  September  reception  some  of 
the  evacuees,  particularly  mothers  with  young  child¬ 
ren,  started  to  return  to  their  homes.  Among  the 
many  reasons  for  this  drift  back  were  :  The  absence 
of  air-raids  on  London  ;  the  houskeeping  difficulties  of 
husbands  and  older  children  left  at  home  ;  and 
probably,  in  some  instances,  evacuation  had  been 
made  the  opportunity  of  obtaining  a  cheap  holiday 
in  the  country  or  at  the  seaside. 

Of  the  6,021  evacuees  received  here  412  second¬ 
ary  school  scholars  were  transferred  to  Street  for 
school  accommodation  reasons,  leaving  a  total  of 
5,609  evacuees  in  Weston.  Of  this  total  no  less  than 
2,317  had  left  the  town  by  December  11th.  During 
the  Christmas  season  the  drift  back  was  accelerated 
and  on  January  11th,  1940,  only  2,091  remained — 

1,645  unaccompanied  children,  255  accompanied  child¬ 
ren  and  191  mothers.  It  is  complimentary  to  Weston, 
however,  that  the  unaccompanied  children  then  re¬ 
maining  represented  77%  of  those  received,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  an  average  of  57%  for  the  whole  country. 
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Maternity  and  Child  W  elf  are. 

The  Council’s  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme 
is  administered  by  its  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Committee,  which  includes  six  co-opted  ladies,  four 
of  whom  are  representatives  of  the  Voluntary  Associa¬ 
tion. 

HEALTH  .  VISITING. 

The  Chief  Health  Visitor,  in  addition  to  matern¬ 
ity  and  child  welfare  duties  and  visiting  of  cases  of 
infectious  diseases  gives  a  portion  of  her  time  to  the 
County  Council  for  tuberculosis  duties  in  the  Borough. 
Under  her  supervision  the  two  Assistant  Health 
Visitors  give  their  whole  time  to  maternity  and 
child  welfare  work,  including  attendance  at  the 
Voluntary  Welfare  Centres  and  Ante-Natal  Clinic,  and 
at  the  County  Orthopaedic  and  Eye  Clinics. 

The  Summary  of  Visits  includes  those  made  by 
the  part-time  Evacuee  Health  Visitor  and  two  Visit¬ 
ing  Nurses.. 

EXTRA  NOURISHMENT. 

During  the  past  year  grants  of  extra  nourishment 
for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  children 
were  made  to  185  families.  41  386  pints  of  pasteur¬ 
ised  milk  and  106  pounds  of  dried,  iron-enriched 
milk  were  supplied  at  a  cost  of  £399  :  8  :  6  and 
175  pounds  of  Maltoline  at  a  cost  of  £5  1  :  0. 

In  1938  grants  were  made  to  206  families, 
38,548  pints  of  liquid  and  49  pounds  of  dried  milk 
being  supplied  at  a  cost  of  £364  :  5  :  8,  and  Malto¬ 
line,  Virol,  etc.,  cost  /5  :  10  :  10. 

After  the  Evacuation  in  September  grants  were 
made  to  68  evacuee  families,  4,824  pints  of  pasteur¬ 
ised  milk  and  45  pounds  of  dried  milk  being  supplied 
at  a  total  cost  of  £52  :  9  :  8. 

National  Cheap  Milk  Scheme.  On  August  2nd 
the  Ministry  of  Health  issued  a  Circular  and  Memor¬ 
andum  explaining  a  National  Scheme  for  the  supply 
of  liquid  milk  at  reduced  rates  to  Local  Authori¬ 
ties  with  the  primary  object  of  increasing  the  con¬ 
sumption  of  milk  by  expectant  and  nursing  mothers 
and  children  under  five  years  of  age.  This  National 
Scheme  provided  that  any  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Authority  operating  an  approved  local  scheme 
would  have  refunded  to  it  by  the  Milk  Marketing 
Board  the  local  payments  for  milk  in  excess  of 
Is.  4d.  per  gallon. 
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Summary  of  Visits,  1939. 
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The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  advised  the  Matern¬ 
ity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  that  it  was  unlikely 
that  any  of  the  local  milk  vendors  would  undertake  to 
deliver  pasteurised  milk  throughout  the  Borough,  if 
required  to  collect  part  payments  and  obtain  receipts 
for  all  deliveries  to  grantees  ;  and  further  that  the 
Borough  Treasurer  agreed  with  him  that  the  additional 
cost  of  the  forms  and  clerical  labour  necessary  to 
operate  a  new  local  scheme  based  on  the  Memoran¬ 
dum,  would  off-set  any  saving  on  the  cost  of  the 
milk. 

As  a  result  the  ,  Committee  asked  the  Ministry 
if  some  simplification  of  the  .monthly  returns  to  the 
Milk  Marketing  Board  and  other  forms  could  be 
sanctioned.  Two  representatives  of  the  Milk  Marketing 
Board  met  the  Committee  on  January  23rd,  194(y 

but  the  result  was  unsatisfactory  and  the  National 
Scheme  was  not  adopted  in  the  Borough. 

SPEC  I  AT  EXAMINATIONS  AND  TREATMENT. 

Light  Treatment.  Eleven  children  suffering  from 
rickets,  debility,  enlarged  glands,  etc.,  and  needing 
artificial  sunlight  therapy  were  sent  to  the  County 
Light  Clinic  last  year.  In  the  previous  year  the 
number  of  children  referred  was  8, 

Otthopaedic  Treatment. 

During  the  past  year  18  children  (including  4 
evacuees)  suffering  from  early  orthopaedic  defects 
were  referred  to  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic  for  admission 
and  treatment.  In  the  previous  year  17  cases  were 
referred. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  ex¬ 
pended  £5  :  16  :  0  on  surgical  appliances  for  5  child¬ 
ren  ;  but  it  was  not  necessary  to  send  any  child  to 
the  Bath  Orthopaedic  Hospital  for  in-patient  treatment.. 

Defective  Sight  and  Squint.  Last  year  two 
local  and  one  evacuee  children,  reported  to  be  suffer¬ 
ing  from  squint  were  referred  to  the  County  Oculist 
for  examination  and  Treatment. 

Minor  Ailments.  Young  children  needing  medical 
treatment  for  minor  ailments  can  usually  obtain  it 
from  the  family  or  Medical  Aid  doctor  or  at  the 
General  Hospital,  but  in  order  to  deal  with  certain 
exceptional  or  special  cases  a  Minor  Ailments  Clinic 
was  fitted  at  the  Town  Hall  in  1936.  This  Clinic 
proved  of  the  greatest  value  for  examining  and  treat¬ 
ing,  daily  when  necessary,  young  evacuee  children 
and  in  some  cases  their  mothers.. 


WELFARE  CENTRES  AND  ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS. 

The  Weston-super-Mare  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Association,  which  was  founded  in  1918,  con¬ 
ducts  the  Welfare  Centres  and  Ante-Natal  Clinics.  An 
account  of  the  growth  of  its  activities  was  given  in 
the  Annual  Report  for  1937.  During  1939  the  Associa¬ 
tion’s  work  was  further  expanded. 

For  some  few  years  congestion  at  the  Weston 

Centre  had  been  growing,  owing  partly  to  increase 
of  population  and,  partly,  to  many  mothers  in  the 
Worle  and  lower  Milton  areas  preferring  to  come  by 
bus  into  town  to  the  Waterloo  Street  Centre,  rather 
than  climb  the  hill  to  the  Milton  Centre  at  .  the 
top  of  Ashcombe  Park  Road.  It  was  felt  that  this 
congestion  would  best  be  relieved  by  providing  a 
new  centre  in  the  southern  part  of  the  town  to  serve 
this  area,  particularly  the  Council’s  newly  developed 
Bournville  Housing  Estate,  and  also  to  replace  the 
Milton  Centre  where  the  attendance  had  been  fall¬ 
ing  for  some  time. 

Accordingly  the  Milton  Centre  was  closed  at  the 
end  of  June,  and  a  new  Centre  opened  at  the 
Moorland  Road  Congregational  Church  Hall.  Sessions 
at  this  Centre  are  held  weekly  instead  of  bi-weekly 

as  at  Milton. 

The  Association  also  adopted  a  Scheme  for  the 

dental  treatment  of  mothers  and  children,  and 
appointed  Mr.  Chas.  Taylor,  l.d.s.,  as  its  Honorary 
Dentist. 

To  meet  the  new  expenditure  on  these  develop¬ 
ments,  the  Council  increased  its  yearly  contribution 

from  £250  to  £300,  and  also  provided  a  perambu¬ 
lator  shed  at  Moorland  Road  Centre. 

The  Council  also  assists  by  allowing  the  Assis¬ 
tant  Health  Visitors  to  act  as  Nurses  at  the  Wel¬ 
fare  Centres  and  Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

Immediately  after  the  Evacuation  in  September 
the  Association  most  gladly  and  readily  co-operated 
with  the  Council  in  providing  and  conducting  extra 
Infant  Welfare  sessions  at  the  Weston  and  Moor¬ 
land  Road  Centres  and  a  weekly  Ante-Natal  session 
at  the  Waterloo  Street  Centre. 

During  the  year  1939-40  Lady  Davies  was  Presi¬ 
dent,  Mrs.  Page,  Honorary  Secretary,  and  Miss  S. 
E.  Evans,  Honorary  Treasurer  of  the  Association  ; 
Mrs.  Edmunds  remained  Registrar  of  the  Weston 
Centre  and  Mrs.  Lewis  Lovill  Superintendent  of  the 
Milton  Centre  until  the  end  of  June,  while  Mrs. 
Macfarlane  became  Superintendent  of  the  new  Moor¬ 
land  Road  Welfare  Centre. 
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INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES  AND  ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC,  1939. 

I  I  Milton  and  Moor-|  Ant 
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WESTON  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRE.  Congre¬ 
gational  Church  Hall,  Waterloo  Street,  Tuesday  after¬ 
noons  at  2.30  and  Friday  mornings  at  1 1  oiclock. 
Medical  Officer,  Dr.  R.  M.  Alford. 

From  September  14th  a  Special  Session  for 
Evacuee  children  was  held  at  1 1  o’clock  each  Thurs¬ 
day  morning. 

The  total  number  of  Weston  children  who 

attended  during  the  year  was  759,  of  whom  331  were 
new  cases,  as  compared  with  639  and  239  respec¬ 
tively  in  the  previous  year.  These  759  children  made 
4,358  attendances.  In  addition  330  evacuee  child¬ 
ren  made  706  attendances. 

A  Course  of  nine  Lectures  to  Mothers  was 
held  in  the  Spring  and  was  well  attended.  The 
Autumn  course  of  Lectures  had  to  be  abandoned 

as,  under  war  conditions,  the  speakers  who  had 
been  booked  were  unable  to  fulfil  their  engage¬ 
ments  owing  to  transport  difficulties  or  to  being 
engaged  on  various  forms  of  National  Service. 

The  Thrift  Club  was  again  conducted  by  Mrs. 
Tomes,  and  £250  was  paid  out  at  Christmas. 

MILTON  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRE.  Mission 
Room,  Ashcombe  Park  Road,  on  the  second,  fourth 
and  fifth  Wednesday  afternoons  of  the  month. 
Medical  Officer,  Dr.  W.  J.  Petty. 

Thirteen  sessions  were  held  up  to  the  end  of 
June,  when  it  was  transferred  to  Moorland  Road. 
This  Centre  had  served  a  very  useful  function  and 

carried  out  excellent  work  since  its  opening  in  June, 
1920,  but  the  drift  of  child  population  to  Bourn- 
ville  and  Moorland  Road  Districts,  and  easy  trans¬ 
port  by  bus  from  the  Worle  and  lower  Milton  areas 
to  the  Weston  Centre  had  gradually  diminished  the 
attendance,  so  that  the  efforts  of  the  Association 

could  better  be  devoted  to  the  southern  part  of 
the  town.  The  closing  of  the  Milton  Centre,  how¬ 
ever,  cannot  be  allowed  to  pass  without  reference 
being  made  to  indebtedness  of  the  Council  to  the 

late  Mr.  J.  J.  Jackson  Barstow,  d.l.,  j.p.,  for  so 

kindly  lending  the  Mission  Room,  to  Dr.  W.  J. 
Petty  for  so  assiduously  acting  as  Medical  Officer, 

and  to  Mrs.  Lewis  Lovill  for  her  devoted  service 

as  Superintendent  and  for  maintaining  for  so  many 
years  such  an  enthusiastic  body  of  Lady  Helpers. 

MOORLAND  ROAD  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRE. 

Moorland  Road  Congregational  Church  Hall,  Thursday 
afternoons  at  2.30  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  Richard  M. 

Alford. 
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From  September  19th  a  Special  Session  for 
evacuee  children  was  held  on  Tuesday  mornings  at 
10.30  with  Dr.  Douglas  Powell  as  Medical  Officer. 

This  new  Centre  was  opened  on  July  6th  under 
the  supervision  of  Mrs.  Macfarlane  and  a  growing 
attendance  of  children  and  mothers  quickly  proved 
its  usefulness. 

During  the  six  months  the  Centre  was  open 
165  local  children  were  registered — 56  being  trans¬ 
ferred  from  the  Weston  Centre — and  made  527 
attendances  ;  while  115  evacuee  children  made  295 
attendances. 

The  Superintendent  and  Lady  Helpers  are  to 
be  heartily  congratulated  on  the  efficient  manner  in 
which  this  Centre  was  organised,  and  fitted,  and  its 
increasing  activities  have  been  dealt  with. 

ANTE-NATAL  AND  POST-NATAL  CLINICS.  Con¬ 
gregational  Church  Hall,  Waterloo  Street,  Tuesday 
mornings  at  11  o’clock.  Medical  Officers,  Dr.  Mary 
Somers  and  Dr.  Hugh  Powell. 

From  September  14th  a  weekly  Clinic  for  evacuees 
mothers  was  held  each  Wednesday  morning  at  11 
o’clock  with  Dr.  Richard  M.  Alford  as  Medical 
Officer. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics.  In  spite  of  disturb¬ 
ances  owing  to  evacuation  and  billeting,  the  newly 
joining  Weston  mothers  numbered  105,  being  only 
ten  less  than  in  the  previous  year,  while  the  total 
number  of  individual  mothers  attending  increased 
by  33  to  160,  and  the  total  attendances  increased 
from  397  to  504  as  compared  wdth  1938. 

The  evacuee  expectant  mothers  numbered  69  and 
made  208  attendances. 

Post-Natal  Clinic  The  number  of  post¬ 
natal  cases  continued  to  be  rather  disappointing  and 
eventually,  when  evacuation  difficulties  are  overcome, 

a  Special  Post-Natal  Clinic  may  prove  necessary. 

CENTRAL  HEALTH  CLINIC. 

In  1934  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  suggested 
in  a  special  Report  that,  when  the  County  Council 
removed  its  offices  to  Taunton,  part  of  the  site  of 
the  old  offices  in  the  Boulevard  would  be  very  suit¬ 
able  for  a  Child  Welfare  Institute  and  Maternity 
Home.  As,  however,  the  Congregational  Churchrooms 
in  Waterloo  Street  were  remodelled  and  rendered 

more  suitable  for  use  as  a  Welfare  Centre  and 
maternity  beds  were  secured  at  the  General  Hos¬ 

pital,,  consideration  of  providing  special  premises  for 


the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services  lapsed.  At 
the  beginning  of  1939  the  subject  was  revived,  and 
as  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  reported  the  County 
Council  might  be  looking  for  larger  premises  for 
their  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  and  School  and  Special 
Clinics,  he  was  instructed  to  consult  the  County 
Medical  Officer  as  to  the  possibility  of  the  County 
Council  co-operating  with  the  Borough  Council  in 
providing  a  Central  Health  Clinic  on  the  lines  of 
that  recently  built  at  Bridgwater.  The  County 
Medical  Officer  expressed  himself  as  personally  favour¬ 
able  to  such  a  scheme,  but  thought  there  might 
be  delay  in  getting  free  from  the  premises  in  the 
Boulevard.  The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee 
visited  the  Bridgwater  Health  Centre  on  March  13th, 
and  subsequently  appointed  a  small  Sub-Committee 
to  investigate  the  possibility  of  obtaining  a  suitable 
site  in  the  middle  of  the  town  for  a  Weston  Health 
Centre.  The  outbreak  of  war  prevented  any  pro¬ 
gress  being  made  with  such  a  scheme,  but  doubtless 
in  due  course  a  Central  Health  Clinic  will  be  pro¬ 
vided,  and,  it  is  sincerely  to  be  hoped,  jointly  by  the 
County  and  Borough  Councils,  for  its  need  becomes 
more  and  more  apparent. 

DAY  NURSERY. 

Mrs.  Frampton,  the  Honorary  Secretary,  reports 
that  the  “Beatrice  Jones  Sands  Day  Nursery”  was 
open  from  Whit-Saturday,  May  27th,  until  August 

31st  and  during  that  period  421  children  were 

“cared-for,”  and  158  accidents  and  272  lost  child¬ 
ren  were  suitably  dealt  with. 

Infant  Life  Protection. 

BOARDED-OUT  CHILDREN. 

At  the  end  of  1938  there  were  on  the  “Register 

of  Infants  received  for  Reward”  the  names  of  17 
children  (7  boys  and  10  girls).  During  1939  the 

names  of  45  children  (25  boys  and  20  girls)  were 

aided  to  the  Register  and  the  names  of  18  child¬ 

ren  (11  boys  and  7  girls)  were  removed — two  hav¬ 
ing  attained  the  age  of  9  years,  one  having  been 
adopted,  13  returned  to  their  parents,  and  one 
transferred  to  foster-parents  outside  the  Borough — 
leaving  the  names  of  44  children  (21  boys  and  23 

girls)  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

At  the  end  of  1938  there  were  8  names  on  the 

Register  of  “Persons  receiving  Infants  for  Reward.” 
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During  the  past  year  2  names  were  removed 
and  4  fresh  ones  added,  leaving  10  names  on  the 
register  at  the  end  of  1939. 

All  the  children  and  foster-parents  were  systemati¬ 
cally  visited,  the  conditions  found  being  satisfactory 
and  in  most  homes  very  good.  There  was  no  neces¬ 
sity  to  take  any  legal  proceedings. 

Midwifery  and  Maternity  Services. 

MATERNITY  BEDS. 

The  Council  subsidises  five  maternity  beds  at  the 
General  Hospital,  but  a  few  urgent  cases  are  ad¬ 
mitted  for  the  County  Council  from  surrounding  dis¬ 
tricts.  Of  the  48  cases  admitted  last  year,  41  (in¬ 

cluding  5  evacuees)  were  booked  for  the  Borough 
Council.  The  average  stay  in  Hospital  of  these  41 

cases  was  13J  days. 

After  the  outbreak  of  war  it  was  found  that  a 

number  of  applications  for  admission  were  being 
received  from  the  wives  of  Service  men  who  were 
stationed  or  employed  in  or  near  the  town,  or  who 

had  gone  abroad  on  active  service,  and  that  the 

five  Hospital  beds  would  not  provide  sufficient 
accommodation  for  them  in  addition  to  residents. 
As  shortly  after  the  Maternity  Home  for  Evacuees 
at  Allandale  was  opened  the  demand  for  beds  fell 

off,  the  Ministry  of  Health  was  asked  for  per¬ 
mission  to  admit  local  and  Service  cases  to  the 

Home.  This  permission  was  granted  in  November 
and  advantage  was  at  once  taken  of  this,  6  local 
or  Service  cases  being  admitted  before  the  end  of 
the  year. 

DENTAL  TREATMENT. 

The  Medical  Officers  of  the  Welfare  Centres  and 
Ante-Natal  Clinics  referred  5  nursing  mothers,  27 
expectant  mothers  and  3  pre-school  children  to 
Mr.  Charles  Taylor,  l.d.s.,  the  Association’s  Honorary 
Dentist.  All  received  treatment,  18  fillings  and  101 
extractions  being  made.  Applications  were  received 
by  the  Council  for  assistance  in  the  provision  of 
artificial  dentures  for  10  mothers,  and  dentures  were 
supplied  to  9  mothers  at  a  net  cost  of  £35-16-0 
after  deducting  the  mothers’  contributions. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  AND  MORBIDITY. 

Last  year  there  were  no  maternal  deaths.  Five 
cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  notified  and  three 
of  these  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 
All  made  good  recoveries. 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

WATER. 

The  Banwell  spring  provides  a  constant  supply  of 
excellent  drinking  water  which  flows  by  gravitation  through 
a  double  pipe  line  to  the  Water  Works  in  Milton  Road, 
from  whence  it  is  pumped  to  the  service  reservoirs  :  low 
level  at  Montpelier  and  high  level  on  Worlebury  Hill. 

The  Banwell  water  is  of  exceptionally  fine  quality, 
being  organically  very  pure  and,  although  a  limestone 
water,  of  only  moderate  hardness.  In  order  to  ensure  its 
bacteriological  purity  the  water  is  treated  by  the  “chlora¬ 
mine  ’’  process  at  the  Waterworks  before  being  pumped  to 
the  service  reservoirs.  Periodic  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tions  of  the  town  supply  are  made  and  show  that  the  treat¬ 
ment  is  successful  and  that  the  water  is  bacteriologically 
very  pure. 

Last  year  49  samples  were  examined  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  results  : — Number  of  organisms  growing  at  37oC  per 
milli-litre  of  water  :  Sterile  or  less  than  1,  10  samples  ;  1, 

13  samples  ;  2,  1 1  samples  ;  3,  4  samples  ;  4,  2  samples  ; 
5,  3  samples  ;  6,  1  sample  ;  7,  1  sample  ;  10,  1  sample  ; 
12,  1  sample  ;  14,  1  sample;  and  20,  1  sample.  The  average 
number  of  organisms  per  sample  was  2.8  per  milli-litre. 
None  of  the  samples  showed  coli  or  coli-aerogenes  bacteria. 

Periodical  chemical  examinations  also  are  made  by 
the  Council’s  Analysts,  Messrs.  Hehner  &  Cox,  of  London. 
The  results  of  the  samples  examined  during  1939  showed 
no  material  differences  from  the  analyses  given  in  the  last 
ten  Annual  Reports. 

The  provision  of  a  w^ater  supply  to  the  Bleadon  Hill 
district  has  been  under  consideration  for  a  considerable 
time,  and,  w'hen  an  agreement  with  the  owners  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  limited  private  supply  has  been  reached,  a  scheme  for 
a  public  supply  with  a  sewerage  system  w-ill  be  submitted 
to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  approval  of  a  loan. 

HOUSING. 

The  total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 
wras  253,  and  346  inspections  w^ere  made.  One  base¬ 
ment  flat  was  closed  and  one  unfit  house  was  de¬ 
mo.  ished  voluntarily.  The  number  of  houses  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  was  30,  and  26  were  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action,  and  one  after  the  ser¬ 
vice  of  formal  notices.  The  outbreak  of  war  limited 
routine  housing  action  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 

Overcrowding  was  comparatively  rare.  Two  new 
cases  w^ere  reported,  and  8  cases  of  overcrowding 
were  relieved  during  the  year. 
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Number  of  New  Houses  Erected  During  1939. 


Houses  erected  by  (i)  Local  Authority  .  25 

(ii)  Other  Local  Authorities  .  0 

(iii)  Other  bodies  or  persons  .  194 

Number  of  Flats  :  New  .  .  .  .  0 

Conversions  .  .  .  22 

Total  number  of  New  Houses  and  Flats  .  .  241 


Prevalance  and  Control  Over 
Infectious  Diseases. 

NOTIFICATIONS. 

The  notifications  of  infectious  diseases,  excluding 
tuberculosis  and  whooping  cough,  during  the  past  year 
numbered  85  being  3  less  than  in  1938  and  35  less  than 
the  average  for  the  ten  years  1928  to  1937. 

Measles  and  whooping  cough  were  made  notifiable 
from  November  1st,  1939.  No  cases  of  measles  and  only 
5  of  whooping  cough  were  notified  during  November  and 
December. 

The  figures  below  show  the  incidence,  as  compared 
with  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales,  of  some  of  the  more 
important  notifiable  infectious  diseases  in  1939  : 

Number  of  Incidence  per  1000  of 

Notifications  :  Population  : 

Weston-s-Mare  Weston-s-Mare.  Eng.  &  W.„ 


Scarlet  Fever  < 

43 

1.21 

1.89 

Diphtheria 

9 

0.25 

1.14 

Enteric 

0 

0 

0.04 

Erysipelas. 

6 

0.17 

0.34 

Particulars  of  the  notifications  and  the  number  of 
cases  removed  to  hospital,  together  with  an  analysis  into 
age  and  locality  groups  are  given  in  the  accompanying 
tables. 

MORTALITY. 

The  following  figures  give  a  comparision  between  the 
local  and  national  mortalities  from  infectious  diseases 
during  1939. 

Number  of  Death  Rate 

Deaths  :  per  1,000  of  Population  : 


Weston- 

-s-Mare. 

Weston-s-Mare. 

Eng.  &  W 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

0 

0.01 

Diphtheria 

1 

0.02 

0.05 

Measles 

4 

0 

0.01 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

0.03 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

15 

0.42 

0.63 

For  notifications  of,  and  mortality  from  tuberculosis, 
see  page  37. 


DIPHTHERIA. 

The  Borough  has  been  comparatively  free  from  diph¬ 
theria  for  the  last  four  years.  In  1939  there  were  only 
9  notifications,  and  two  of  these  related  to  visitors  who 
were  infected  before  arrival  leaving  only  seven  Weston  cases. 
There  was  one  death,  that  of  a  child,  immediately  after 
admission  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Immunisation.  Since  1930  nurses  joining  the  staff 
of  the  General  and  Isolation  Hospitals  and,  until  the  end  of 
1934,  the  staff  of  the  Children’s  Convalescent  Home,  and 
also  other  persons  applying  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
have  been  Schick  tested  and  immunised,  if  necessary.  The 
results  up  to  the  end  of  1939  are  as  follows: 

Schick  tested:  Positive  101,  negative  83,  total  184. 

Positives  not  immunised:  5. 

Positives  immunised: 

Immunisation  doses  completed:  75. 

Re-Schicked:  Positive  2,  negative  57. 
total  59. 

Not  Re-Schicked:  15. 

Immunisation  doses  not  completed:  15. 

Immunised  by  private  doctors:  15. 

A  number  of  children  were  immunised  without  Schick 
testing. 

General  Immunisation  Scheme.  The  scheme  outlined 
in  the  last  Annual  Report  was  sanctioned  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  on  November  16th,  1938,  and  steps  were  im¬ 
mediately  taken  to  put  it  into  operation  in  the  Borough. 

For  the  purposes  of  this  scheme  the  child  population 
is  divided  into  two  groups  : 

1.  Children  under  5  years  of  age  are  immunised  by 
two  injections  of  diphtheria  prophylactic  (A.P.T.)  given  by 
private  medical  practitioners  who  are  supplied  free  with 
the  diphtheria  prophylactic  and  paid  a  fee  of  5/-  for  each 
completed  case. 

After  advertisements  with  “write  ups”  in  the  local 
Press,  widespread  distribution  of  circulars  to  parents,  and 
the  issue  to  the  local  doctors  of  circulars  fully  describing 
the  scheme,  immunisation  commenced  in  December,  1938. 
Up  to  the  end  of  1939  a  total  of  109  children  98  under,  and 
11  over  the  age  of  5  years — had  been  immunised. 

2.  Older  Children  are  immunised  by  the  School  Medical 
Officers  in  the  elementary  schools. 

At  the  special  request  of,  and  with  the  assistance  of  the 
Borough  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  immunisation  of  the 
school  children  was  commenced  in  hebruary,  1939. 

Children  over  8  years  of  age  were  Schick  tested  and 
the  positives  immunised,  but  the  younger  children  were 
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immunised  without  preliminary  Schicking.  The  prophy¬ 
lactic  used  was  A.P.T.,  two  doses — O.lcc.  and  0.5  cc. — being 
given  with  an  interval  of  3  to  4  weeks  between  them,  except 
that  in  the  five  school  departments  dealt  with  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  three  doses  of  T.A.F.  were  given  to  child¬ 
ren  of  12  years  and  over. 

Dr.  D.  G.  Evans,  the  District  County  School  Medical 
Inspector  Schick  tested  344  and  immunised  556  children  in 
ten  school  departments,  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Schick  tested  236  and  immunised  332  children  in  five  school 
departments. 

Of  the  580  children  aged  9  years  or  over  who  were 
Schick  tested  75,  or  12.9  per  cent.,  gave  negative,  and  505, 
or  87.1  per  cent,  showed  positive  reactions. 

The  immunising  doses  were  completed  for  874,  and 
partly  completed  for  14  children.  These  888  children 
and  the  75  negative  Schick  reactors  make  the  total  of  child¬ 
ren  dealt  with  to  be  1,005,  equivalent  to  42.6  per  cent, 
of  the  school  population. 

For  some  years  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  had  advised 
the  Health  Committee  that  there  would  be  great  difficulty 
in  obtaining  a  satisfactory  response  to  a  general  immunisa¬ 
tion  scheme,  but  with  the  recent  rapid  education  of  the 
public  in  personal  hygiene  and  health  matters,  and  the 
wide  publicity  given  to  the  immunisation  scheme,  he  had 
hoped  for  a  better  response  than  109  young  children  and 
42.6  of  the  school  children  in  the  first  year  of 
general  immunisation.  As  the  scheme  continues  it  is 
hoped  that  the  number  of  protected  children  may 
increase  to  a  proportion  which  will  prevent  the. 
spread  of  the  disease. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

The  number  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever  notified  during 
the  year  was  43,  and  42  of  these  were  admitted  to  the  Isola¬ 
tion  Hospital,  together  with  one  suspicious  case  which  was 
not  notified.  Of  the  43  notified  cases  8  occurred  before,  and 
35,  including  9  evacuees,  after  the  September  evacuation. 
From  a  consideration  of  the  history  of  the  cases  there  was 
no  evidence  that  the  disease  had  been  introduced  by  evacuees 
There  were  no  deaths. 

MEASLES, 

A  small  number  of  cases  of  measles  occurred  during 
the  earlier  part  of  the  year,  but  there  was  no  epidemic. 
Five  children  without  suitable  facilities  for  being  nursed 
at  home  or  with  complications  were  admitted  to  the  Isola¬ 
tion  Hospital. 

Measles  was  made  notifiable  from  November  1st,  but 
no  notifications  were  received  up  to  the  end  of  the  year. 


MINOR  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

A  few  cases  of  German  measles  occurred  during 
the  earlier  part  of  the  year  and  two  children  were 
admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  After  the  out¬ 
break  of  War  the  disease  was  re-introduced  by  sol¬ 
diers  drafted  into  the  town  Four  of  the  early 
cases  among  the  soldiers  were  admitted  to  the  Isola¬ 
tion  Hospital,  and  also  one  evacuee  child. 

Cases  of  chicken-pox  occurred  at  intervals  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  and  seven  children,  including  two 

evacuees,  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

The  completion  of  the  Hospital  Extension  Scheme, 
which  had  been  prepared  in  1932  and  partly  carried 
out  in  1935,  has  been  under  consideration  from 
time  to  time.  In  March  1938  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  reported  that  the  Laundry  Block  was 

urgently  needed,  and  that  the  Fever  Block,  or  pre¬ 

ferably  a  second  Cubicle  Block,  should  be  provided 
to  bring  the  number  of  beds  up  to  the  minimum 
of  32  required  by  the  County  Council’s  Scheme 

under  Section  63  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1929  : 
while  further  he  suggested  that  the  County  Council 
might  now  favourably  consider  making  a  contribu¬ 
tion  towards  the  whole  cost  of  the  Extension  Scheme. 
The  Borough  Council  made  an  application  to  the 
County  Council  for  a  contribution,  and  after  a 
series  of  negotiations  the  County  Council  in  June 
1939  agreed  to  make  a  contribution  towards  the 
expenditure  already  incurred  and  towards  the  esti¬ 
mated  cost  of  a  new  Laundry,  a  10-bed  Cubicle 
Block,  and  improvements  of  the  old  Blocks. 

Before  the  necessary  application  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health  for  a  loan  could  be  prepared  the  War 
broke  out,  and,  when  the  necessarily  delayed  applica¬ 
tion  was  made  in  December,  it  was  refused  on  the 
ground  that  capital  expenditure  must  be  restricted. 

Subsequently,  however,  after  an  Inquiry  by  the 
Regional  Medical  Officer  of  the  Ministry,  a  loan 
for  the  erection  and  fitting  of  the  Laundry  Block 
was  sanctioned,  and  the  County  Council  agreed  to 
make  their  contribution. 

The  number  of  admissions  was  greater  than  in 
any  of  the  previous  ten  years.  This  was  wholly 

due  to  the  admission  of  43  evacuee  and  military 

cases  :  the  number  of  admissions  of  residents  and 
visitors  being  rather  less  than  the  average  of  the 
previous  ten  years. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tubercvi.osis) 
DURING  THE  YEAR,  1939. 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospitals. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Small-pox  ...... 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

43 

43 

0 

Diphtheria . . 

9 

9 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

Para-typhoid  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

Cerebro  -spinal  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia . 

5 

3 

0- 

Pneumonia 

17 

3 

IS 

Erysipelas  . 

6 

4 

0 

Encephalitis  Dethargica 

0 

0 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

2 

1 

0 

Whoopng  Cough  . 

5 

0 

0 

Food  Poisoning  . 

0 

t  0 

0 

OBHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Cases. 

Treated. 

Vision 

im¬ 

paired. 

Vision 
unim¬ 
paired . 

Total 

Blind¬ 

ness. 

Deaths. 

Noti¬ 

fied 

At 

home. 

In 

hospital 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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Patients  Admitted  During  1939. 

Residents  Evacuees  Military 
Diseases.  &  Visitors 

Diphtheria 

9 

- - - 

_ _ _ 

Scarlet  Fever  .. . 

34 

9 

_____ 

Erysipelas  . 

4 

. - 

_ _ 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  . 

1 

- - 

- - - 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

- - 

— 

Babies  with  mothers  2 

_ . 

_____ 

Measles  . 

4 

— 

______ 

Measles  and  Pneumonia 

I 

_ _ 

- 

German  measles 

2 

1 

4 

Chicken-pox 

5 

2 

Tonsillitis 

1 

1 

2 

Impetigo 

— 

18 

_ 

Scabies  . 

— — 

5 

_ _ _ 

Observation 

4 

1 

Total 

9 

43 

4 

1 

3 
2 

4 
1 
7 
7 

4 
18 

5 
5 


70  36  7  113 


DISINFECTION. 

The  policy  of  carrying  out  terminal  disinfection 
after  infectious  diseases  has  been  continued  for  rea¬ 
sons  given  in  recent  Annual  Reports.  Last  year  329 
rooms  were  sprayed  or  fumigated,  and  2,856  articles 
were  steam  or  otherwise  disinfected  or  disinfested 
at  the  Isolation  Hospital  Disinfection  Station.  The 
ai  tides  dealt  with  included  327  disinfested  on  account 
of  scabies  or  vermin. 

Tuberculosis. 

NOTIFICATIONS  AND  MORTALITY. 

The  accompanying  table  shows  the  number  and 
the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  new  cases  noti¬ 
fied,  and  of  the  deaths  from  tuberculosis  during  1939. 

The  new  notifications  numbered  30  (21  pulmonary 
and  9  non-pulmonary) ,  as  compared  with  45  in  1938, 
and  38  in  1937. 

The  deaths  last  year  were  15  (14  pulmonary  and 
1  non-pulmonary),  equivalent  to  a  death-rate  of 
0.42  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  estimated  by 
the  Registrar-General.  The  tuberculosis  death-rate  was 
0.39  in  1938,  and  0.51  in  1937.  The  comparative 
rates  for  the  whole  county  were  0.63  in  1939  and 
1938,  and  0.69  in  1937. 

TREATMENT. 

The  Tubercuosis  Scheme  for  examination  and  treat¬ 
ment  is  administered  by  the  County  Council,  but  the  receipt 
and  record  of  notifications,  visiting  as  regards  en- 
viromental  conditions  and  prevention,  including  dis¬ 
infection  (last  year  53  rooms  and  771  articles  were 
disinfected),  are  duties  devolving  on  the  Borough 
Health  Department. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1939. 
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Climatological  Observations,  1939 

The  daily  reports  telegraphed  to  the  Meteorological 
Office  of  the  Air  Ministry  and  the  weekly  sum¬ 
maries  sent  to  the  local  Press  were  discontinued 
on  the  outbreak  of  war,  but  monthly  records  were 
supplied  to  the  Meteorological  Office. 

The  highest  corrected  9  a.m.  reading  of  the 

barometer  during  the  year  was  30.869  inches  on  the 
20th  and  the  lowest  29.008  inches  on  the  4th  April.. 
The  average  for  the  year  was  29.967  inches.  In 
1938  the  highest  and  lowest  readings  were  30.768  and 
28.784  inches  respectively. 

The  highest  temperature  registered  in  the  Bil- 
ham  screen  was  87°. 4  on  6th  June.  The  lowest 

was  24°. 0  on  22nd  December.  The  highest  and  low¬ 
est  readings  in  1938  were  81°. 8  and  22°. 8  respec¬ 

tively. 

The  lowest  temperature  registered  over  short 
grass  was  21°.0  on  the  29th  December,  as  compared 
with  17°.0  on  I8th  April,  1938. 

The  average  relative  humidity  of  the  air  taken 
at  9  a.m.  was  78.8  per  cent.  This  is  5.3  per  cent, 
below  the  average  for  1937  and  practically  the  same 
as  in  1938.(78.7). 

The  greatest  duration  of  bright  sunshine  shown 

by  the  Campbell-Stokes  recorder  upon  any  one 
day  was  14.5  hours  on  31st  May,  The  total  amount 
of  bright  sunshine  for  the  year  was  1,537.6  hours, 

as  compared  with  1,555.1  in  1938,  and  an  average 

of  1,534.1  hours  for  the  ten  years  1928-37.  The 

daily  mean  of  bright  sunshine  was  4.21  hours,  as 
against  4.26  hours  in  1938  and  4.22  and  3.55  hours 

in  1917  and  1936  respectively. 

The  total  amount  of  rainfall  for  the  year  was 
33.07  inches  being  2.89  inches  more  than  in  1938 
(30.38)  inches  and  1.66  inches  more  than  the  aver¬ 
age  (31.41  inches)  for  the  ten  years  1928-37.  The 

heaviest  fall  of  rain  in  any  one  ‘'rainfall  day’'  was 
1.28  inches  on  20th  August.  Rain  amounted  to  .04 
inches  or  more  on  126  days,  as  compared  with  133 

in  1938.  October  was  the  wettest  month  with  6.12 

inches  of  rain.  September  was  the  driest  month  with 

only  0.65  inches.. 
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ABSTRACT  OF  THE 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL 

REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1939. 


TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS  OF 
THE  BOROUGH  OF  WESTON-SUPER-MARE. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  herewith  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1939. 

COURT  AND  STATUTORY  PROCEEDINGS. 

A  case  was  taken  before  the  Local  Court  in 

respect  of  a  contravention  of  Section  154,  Public 
Health  Act,  1936.  The  defendant  was  fined  £2 
for  giving  toys  to  children  in  exchange  for  rags. 

Nos.  30,  32,  and  34.  South  Road  have  been 

repaired  under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936.  These  properties  were  the  subject  of  an 

appeal  to  the  County  Court  which  was  dismissed, 

the  notices  being  upheld  by  Judge  Wethered. 

Formal  notices  were  served  in  respect  of  4 
premises. 

HOUSING. 

The  total  number  of  houses  inspected  was  253,, 
including  91  “  recorded  inspections”  and  30  informal  notices 
were  served. 

Three  houses  in  the  High  Street  and  Ebdon 

Road,  Worle,  Clearance  Area  were  demolished  and 

the  tenants  rehoused. 

A  Closing  Order  was  made  on  a  basement 
flat  at  No.  1,  Atlantic  Road  South. 

VERMIN  INFESTATION. 

The  number  of  houses  found  to  be  infested, 
either  discovered  by  inspection  or  as  the  result 

of  complaints,  was  18. 

Treatments — Primary  18  at  18  houses 

Secondary  19  at  10  houses 

Preventive  23  at  12  houses 

The  methods  of  disinfestation  are  spraying 
with  the  following  proprietory  preparations  : — 

(1)  Ratsouris  (Ris).  (2)  Killgercide.  (3)  Zaldecide. 

(4)  The  occasional  use  of  sulphur  dioxide  in 
conjunction  with  the  above. 
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RENT  RESTRICTION  ACTS. 

No  applications  for  certificates  were  received. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Apart  from  the  local  Gas  and  Brick  Works 
there  are  no  heavy  industries  in  the  town.  Nuisances 
arising  from  smoke  emissions  were  practically  neglig- 
able.  Four  premises  only  were  dealt  with  during 
the  year. 

RAT  AND  MICE  INFESTATION. 

Fifty-eight  premises  were  dealt  with.  Frequent 
observations  have  been  made,  particularly  at  food 
handling,  farm,  etc.  premises. 

All  complaints  have  been  dealt  with,  and  the 
occupiers  of  infested  premises  supplied  with  baits 
and  advised  according  to  the  particular  circumstances, 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

The  number  of  premises  on  the  Register  is 
247.  Included  in  these  are  32  power  and  non-power 
bakehouses. 

The  classification  is  as  follows  : — 

Power  factories  142.  Non-power  factories  105. 

The  following  factories  are  certified  as  to  means 
of  escape  in  case  of  fire  : — 

Men  dip  Manufacturing  Co.,  Ltd.,  Bedford  Road. 

T.  Salisbury  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  Regent  Street. 

H.  Bryant,  Ltd.,  Oxford  Street. 

Fussells  Rubber  Co.  Ltd.,  Station  Road,  Worle. 

Weston-super-Mare  &  District  Gas  Co.  Ltd., 
Drove  Road. 

Moorland  Sanitary  Steam  Laundry  Ltd.,  Devon¬ 
shire  Road. 

Podger  &  Davis,  Ltd.,  Whitecross  Road. 

B.  Glover  &  Son,  Wadham  Street. 

Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire  provided — 1. 

,,  ,,  ,,  improved— 8. 

Audible  means  of  Fire  Warning  provided — 6. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1934. 

Sufficient  Sanitary  Accommodation  provided — 3. 

Heating  provided — 1. 

Exemptions  granted — 1. 

HOLIDAY  CAMPING  GROUNDS. 

Twelve  sites  were  licensed  in  accordance  with 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  The  general  conditions 
were  generally  improved.  Certain  restrictions  with 
“conditions”  of  licence  were  imposed  in  respect  of 
one  camping  ground. 
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Distoma  Hepaticum 

Emaciation. 

Pericarditis. 

Necrosis. 

Inflamation  or 

Be  vered. 

Jaundice. 

Arthritis. 

Pneumonia. 

Pleurisy. 

Abscesses. 

Cystic  Tenuicollis. 


Antinomycosis. 


Injury 


Angiomatosis. 


Pseudo  T.B. 


TOTAL 


DISEASED  OR  INJURED  MEAT  CONDEMNED  AT  THE  ABATTOIRS 


Owing  to  the  troubled  international  affairs  holi¬ 
day  camping  was  on  a  very  much  smaller  scale  than 
in  previous  years. 

ICE  CREAM  MAKERS  AND  SELLERS. 

Particulars  of  register  : — 

Makers  only  ...  ...  ...  1 

Vendors  only  ...  ...  ...  110 

Vendors  and  makers  ...  ...  53 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  CONTROL. 

There  are  no  private  slaughterhouses  in  the 
Borough. 

Number  of  premises  on  the  register  for  the 
preparation  of  pickled,  preserved,  etc.  meats — 44. 


Animals 

Killed  at 

THE 

Public  Abattoir. 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

,1938 

1939 

Pigs 

4954 

4695 

4357 

4528 

4718 

4718 

3964 

3653 

Sheep 

11615 

13668 

12375 

11902 

11283  9943 

10696 

12919 

Calves 

672 

678 

776 

795 

914 

939 

835 

857 

Beasts 

939 

1039 

1172 

1440 

1432 

1313 

1183 

1365 

The  following  tables  show  the  percentage  of 
animals  killed  at  the  Abattoirs  which  were  found 
by  macroscopic  inspection  to  be  affected  in  some 
degree  with  tuberculosis  and  other  diseases  : — 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

exclud- 

ingCows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed 

942 

423 

857 

12,919 

3,653 

Number  inspected 

942 

432 

857 

12,919 

3,653 

All  Diseases  except 

Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

0 

0 

0 

6 

19 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  . 

77 

71 

7 

272 

164 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis 

8.1 

16.5 

0.8 

2.1 

5.0 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

2 

1 

0 

10 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

51 

84 

0 

0 

643 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis  . 

5.5 

20.3 

0.1 

0 

18,0 

DISEASED  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 


The  total  weight  of 

disea 

sed, 

unsound  or 

injured 

meat  and  organs  condemned  was  : — 

Tuberculosis  : — 

cwt. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

cwt . 

qrs. 

lbs. 

Beef  and  organs,  including 
three  carcases  and  two 

quarters 

Pigs  and  organs,  including 

39 

3 

7 

ten  carcases 

45 

2 

13 

Total  weight  of  tubercu- 

lous  meat 

81 

3 

18 

Non-Tuberculous  Meat  : — 

Beef  and  organs  ... 

Pigs,  including  eleven  car- 

24 

0 

27 

cases  and  organs 

Sheep  and  Lambs,  includ- 

22 

1 

18 

ing  seven  carcases  and 
organs 

13 

3 

13 

Veal  ...  . 

1 

2 

15 

Total  weight  of  non- 

tuberculous  meat  ... 

62 

0 

17 

Total  weight  of  all  con- 

demned  meat 

144 

0 

7  ■ 

FOOD  CONDEMNED  FROM 

THE  TOWN. 


Beef  ... 

Mutton  and  Lamb 

Veal  . 

Sausages 
Fruit  ... 

Bacon 
Cheese 
Fish  ... 

Poultry 


PREMISES  IN 


ewt.  qrs.  lbs. 
3  2  20 

15 

15 

12 


I 

1 

4 


1  8 

22 

2  9 

3  20 
head. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

Mr.  H.  F.  Hardiman,  the  Somerset  County 
Food  and  Drugs  Inspector,  has  kindly  supplied  the 
following  statement  of  samples  of  foods,  drugs  and 
drinks  taken  for  analysis  by  the  Public  Analyst 
during  1939  : — 
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Sample  taken. 

16  Milk  . 

2  Butter 
1  Sausage  ... 

1  Tongue 

1  Pork  Dripping  ... 
1  Lemon  Squash  ... 

1  Orange  Marmalade 
1  Cream 
1  Malt  Vinegar 
1  Beer 

26 


I  have  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Health  Committee,  the  Mayor  and  Members  of 
the  Council,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
Health  Department  Staff,  and  the  other  Council 
Officials  who  have  so  kindly  co-operated  in  the  work 
of  my  Department. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  W.  BLADON, 

Chief  Food  &  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Result  of  Analysis. 
Genuine. 
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